MASANJELLO

(2) real name Maso di Bartolommeo (1406-
1457), Italian sculptor, a Florentine, was
an assistant of Donatello and worked in
Florence Cathedral and other N. Italian
churches.

MASANIELLO, properly Tommaso Aniello,
ma-zan-ee-el'Id (1623-47), Neapolitan patriot,
a fisherman of Amain", led the successful
revolt of the Neapolitans against their
Spanish oppressors on July 7, 1647. He was
assassinated by agents of the Spanish viceroy
on July 16. See Lives by M. Schipa (Bari
1925), A. Rosso (Naples 1952).
MASA&YK, ma-sa-rikf, (1) Jan (1886-1948),
Czech diplomat and statesman, son of (2),
served in Czech diplomatic service after 1918,
being minister in London 1925-38. He
became foreign minister in the Czech govern-
ment set up in London in 1940 and continued
m that post after 1945 in Prague. In 1948
the Communists took control of the govern-
ment and he committed suicide. See Life
by R. H. Bruce Lockhart (1956).

(2) Thomas Garrigoe (1850-1937), first
president of the Czechoslovak Republic
(1918-35), father of (1), was born at Hodonin,
Moravia. An ardent Slovak, while in exile
during the first World War he organized the
Czechoslovak independence movement. He
became first president of Czechoslovakia in
1918 and continued in that office until 1935.
See Lives by R. W. Seton-Watson (1943) and
R. Birley(1951).

MASCAGNI, Pietro, mas-kan'yee (1863-
1945), Italian composer, born a baker's son at
Leghorn, produced in 1890 the brilliantly suc-
cessful one-act opera, Cavalleria Rusticanq.
His many later operas failed to repeat this
success, though arias and intermezzi from
them are still performed. They include
UAmico Fritz (1891), Guglielmo Ratdiffe
(1895), Le Maschere (1901) and Lodpktta
(1917). See autobiographical Mascagni parla
(Rome 1945), Lives by C. Cogo (Venice 1931)
and E. Mascagni (1936).
MASEFIELD, John (1878- ), English poet
and novelist, was born at Ledbury. Schooled
for the merchant service on the training-ship
Conway, he served his apprenticeship on a
windjammer and acquired that intimate
knowledge of the sea which gives atmosphere
and authenticity to his work. Ill-health
drove him ashore, and after three years in
New York he returned to England to become
a writer in 1897, first making his mark as a
journalist His earliest poetical work, Salt
Water B^lads, appeared in 1902; Dauber
(1913) confirmed his reputation as a poet of
the sea. Nan (1909) is a tragedy of great
merit. His ability to tell a story in verse is
reminiscent of Chaucer. This is specially
noticeable in his finest narrative poem
Reynard the Fox (1919). Other notable works
are The Everlasting Mercy (1911); The Widow
in the Bye-Street (1912); Shakespeare (1911);
Gallipoli (1916), based on his own war
experiences; the novels Sard Harker (1924).
Odtaa (1926) and The Hawbucks (1929); and
the plays The Trial of Jesus (1925) and The
Coming of Christ (miracle-play, 1928). He
became poet-laureate in 1930 and was
awarded the O.M. in 1935. See his auto-
biographical In the Mill (1941) and So Long
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to Learn  (1952),   and  studies  by W   W
Hamilton (1922) and G. Thomas (1932)*
MASHAM, Abigail, Lady, nee Hill (d 17341
cousin to the Duchess of Marlboroush
(q.v.), whom she superseded as Queen Anne's
favourite. She married in 1707, and died
December 6, 1734.
MASINISSA (c. 238-149 B.C.), king of the
Eastern Numidians, helped the Carthaginians
to subdue the Massylii or Western Numi
dians, accompanied his allies to Spain and
fought valiantly against the Romans ' But
going over to them (c. 210 B.C.), he received
as his reward Western Numidia and larse
portions of Carthaginian territory
MASKELYNE, mas'ke-lm, (1) John Nevil
(1839-1917), English illusionist, born in
Wiltshire. Of farming stock, he became a
watchmaker, which directed his interest
towards the automata which he used so
effectively in his entertainments. As a young
man he joined forces with a Mr Cooke and
they appeared together, first at Cheltenham
and then at the Crystal Palace, in 1865 In
1873 they leased the Egyptian Hall for three
months, but their tenancy lasted ultimately
for thirty-one years and Maskelyne then
moved his ' Home of Magic' to the St
George's Hall in 1905, where his particular
brand of spectacular conjuring continued to
flourish under his son's management. He
devoted much energy to exposing spiritualistic
frauds. His grandson, Jasper (1903- )
first appeared in his grandfather's show at
the age of eleven, and has continued as a
conjuror on his own. He utilized his peculiar
knowledge to confound the enemy in several
startling ways during World War II. Jasper
Maskelyne has written an account of the
family in White Magic (1936).
(2)  Mervyn Herbert Nevil Story- (1823-
1911), English mineralogist, grandson of (3),
advocated the study of natural science at
Oxford, where he became Waynflete professor
of  Mineralogy  and  also  reorganized the
mineralogy    department    of   the   British
Museum.   He was also F.R.S. and M.P.
(3) Nevil (1732-1811), English astronomer,
grandfather of (2), educated at Westminster
and Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1758 was
elected F.R.S.,  went to Barbadocs to test
the chronometers (1763), and in 1765 was
appointed   astronomer-royal.     During the
forty-six years that he held this office he
improved   methods   and   instruments   of
observation, invented the prismatic micro-
meter, and made important observations.
In 1774 he measured the earth's density from
the deflection of the plumb-line at Schiehal-
lion   in   Perthshire.    His  very numerous
publications  include the British  Mariners
Guide (17 63), the Nan deal Almanac (1765-67),
Tables for computing the Places of the Fixed
Stars &c., and the first volume of the Green-
wich Astronomical  Observations.    He was
rector from 1775 of Shrawardine, Salop, and
from 1782 of North Runcton, Norfolk, and
died February 9, 1811.   See Royal Observa-
tory Greenwich (1900) for account of his life
and work.
MASOLINO DA PANICALE (1383-1447),
Florentine artist, identified with Tomasso
Fini. A distinguished early Renaissance